DRAFT

Subject to Review, Correction and Approval

KUNCANOWET TOWN FOREST AND CONSERVATION AREA MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
DATE:  July 5, 2022
MEMBERS PRESENT: Ron Jarvis, Margaret Watkins, Darlene Jarvis, Patrick “Woody” Bowne, Fred Mullen, Brett St. Clair
MEMBERS ABSENT: Larry Cook, Peggy Senter and a Selectmen Representative     

Also present: Jon Reckard

MINUTES: April’s minutes were accepted
OLD BUSINESS:
Updated map of the Kuncanowet Town Forest and Conservation Area (KTFCA) 

At the Committee’s last meeting, members suggested that Jon Reckard make several changes to the map of the Kuncanowet he is working on.   Jon’s latest draft was provided to the Committee members prior to the meeting.  Margaret Watkins questioned whether the “Gorham Pond Trail” should be omitted since it is not well maintained.  Jon Reckard confirmed that the trail was difficult to follow and stated it would benefit from additional blazing.  Members decided that the trail should remain on the map but more blazing should be installed.  Ron Jarvis made a motion that the Committee vote to accept the Kuncanowet Town Forest and Conservation Area map and trail description presented by Jon Reckard to be posted on the KTFCA’s webpage.  Margaret Watkins seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  Brett St. Clair volunteered to post the new map on the Town’s website.   

Trail Policy 

Members discussed the latest version of the trail policy drafted by Margaret Watkins.  Ron read a suggestion made by Peggy Senter’s that members consider omitting one phrase.  Members favored approving the policy as written.  Ron made a motion to accept the trail policy.  Brett St. Clair seconded the motion.  The motion passed.   

NEW BUSINESS:

Meeting time change 

The Committee briefly discussed meeting on a different night of the week.   Margaret Watkins pointed out that there are few if any available nights when the room in the Town offices is not being used.  Members were asked if they were able to meet at 5:30 PM.  Everyone in attendance was able to meet at the earlier time.  Beginning in October, quarterly meetings will start at 5:30 PM giving the Committee additional time to cover the agenda.                  

Kuncanowet monitored by State’s seasonal steward

On June 7th, Jocelyn Duffy from the Conservation Land Stewardship Program met with Ron and Darlene Jarvis, Margaret Watkins and Jon Reckard at the Kuncanowet trailhead before proceeding to the right of way (ROW) on the Gelinas property.  Mr. Gelinas permitted the group to walk to the stream at the south end of Gorham Pond using his gravel road.  The road parallels some of the Kuncanowet’s ROW.   The ROW does not provide access to the area’s trail system nor is it intended to. There is no longer a bridge across the stream and the Committee has no plans to clear the ROW.          
Jocelyn, Darlene, Margaret and Jon then walked Hobblebush to Lost Lake before returning along Pond View and Mill Pond trail.  Jocelyn’s monitoring report was provided to Committee members prior to the meeting.  
Kuncanowet Committee webpage postings

Ron Jarvis made a motion that only items approved by the Kuncanowet Management Committee may be posted on the web page which is selected by going into the Town website/Government/Kuncanowet Town Forest and Conservation Area and all other postings will be the responsibility of the Committee or person posting.  Darlene Jarvis seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Foundation sprayed (Fogg’s field) 
Margaret Watkins pointed out that the invasive species around the barn’s foundation have been sprayed once again due to the generosity of Donna Dunn.  Donna has been covering this expense for a number of years in hopes that the herbicide will kill off the invasives.                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

NEXT MEETING:  October 4, 2022, 5:30 PM

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: Darlene M. Jarvis

