TOWN MEETING – March 11, 2008

(Note:  In the interest of space, the following abbreviated version of the meeting is contained in this report.  A detailed discussion of each article can be found on the Town’s web site or at the Town Clerk’s office.

8:00AM
Moderator Fred Mullen read the warrant.  Selectman Les Hammond made the motion to waive further reading of the warrant; motion second by Selectman Mert Mann.  Mr. Mullen announced that absentee ballots will be cast at 1:00PM.  Empty ballot boxes were displayed for viewing.  Polls were opened.

The deliberative portion of Dunbarton’s 243rd Annual Town Meeting began at 7:01PM.  Mr. Mullen led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, pointed out emergency exits, noted that the Dunbarton Garden Club is selling raffle tickets, and reminded voters they need to obtain voting cards from the Supervisors of the Checklist (in order to separate registered voters from spectators).  Town officials were introduced.  Gayle and Dan Troy were thanked for supplying and operating the sound system.  The Town Report was dedicated to the Hearse Restoration Committee:  Donna Dunn, Nancy Frost, Gail Martel, Bob Boynton, Harvey Provencher, and Jan VandeBogart.  On page 13, Dunbarton salutes our last WWII veterans: Fred Mills, Jr. and Earl Jones. 

Selectman Hammond announced the upcoming retirement of Town Administrator Janice VandeBogart who started working for the town in 1986. He considers her to be a true public servant. For 22 years she worked with the public with a cheerful demeanor and helpful nature and was sorry to see her go.

Selectman Hammond noted this has been the 4th snowiest winter on record and recognized Road Agent Jeff Crosby for doing a great job of keeping the roads clear especially having gone from an average of 29 storms to 33 with a high number of inches per storm.  Also noted that the same people to whom the Town Report was dedicated are at it again.  Donna and Bud found T.S. Wilson’s old cobbler shop in Goffstown.  Through fundraisers, they plan to try to bring it back to town and fix it up so we will have it as one of our historical buildings.

The Moderator outlined the format and rules for the meeting which would be conducted using generally accepted parliamentary procedures.  He reminded voters that motions and amendments must be submitted in writing and reminded anyone wishing to speak to use the microphones.  He directed voters to the Warrant in the Town Report.  After reading the introduction to the Warrant he entertained the motion to waive further reading of the warrant.  Motion was moved by Selectman Hammond; second by Selectman Forcier.  The motion passed.

1. To choose all necessary town officers for the ensuing year.

Floor was open for nominations for the position of Hog Reeves for 2008:


Brian Rae and Nicole Cote


(nominated by Allison Swindlehurst)


Thomas Cusano and Karen Gincott

(nominated by Jeff Williams)

Voters approved both nominations.  The Cusanos were in attendance and were sworn into office by the Moderator.

Results of Official Ballot voting for all other Town Officers can be found at the end of this section.

2. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to defray town charges for the ensuing year and make appropriations of the same in the amount as follows: 
	
	
	

	Executive 
	$102,677
	

	Elections, Registration & Vital Stats
	53,778
	

	Financial Administration
	71,147
	

	Audit
	12,400
	

	Assessor
	27,401
	

	Legal Expenses
	22,325
	

	Personnel Administration
	241,134
	

	Planning & Zoning
	25,600
	

	General Government Buildings
	74,500
	** 

	Cemeteries
	16,250
	

	Insurance
	30,768
	

	Police
	323,275
	**

	Fire    
	131,644
	*

	Building Inspection
	58,834
	

	Emergency Management
	1,000
	

	Highway Department
	510,000
	**

	Solid Waste Expenses & Disposal
	195,024
	

	Pest Control
	1,850
	

	Home Nursing Services
	1,576
	

	Community Action Program
	1,906
	

	Welfare
	7,000
	

	Parks & Recreation
	12,500
	

	Memorial Day
	350
	

	KTFCA
	1,200
	

	Historical Society 
	850
	

	Historical Awareness
	500
	

	Library
	82,600
	

	Conservation Commission
	890
	

	
	
	

	
	$2,008,979
	*

	
	
	


* This appropriation to be offset with $76,000** from surplus.

** Selectmen presented adjusted figures to reflect unanticipated expenses in these departments.  General Government Buildings (formerly $52,500) for failed septic system at Town Offices.  Police (formerly $321,275) for transmission on cruiser.  Highway (formerly $475,000) because severe winter resulted in need for extra salt, sand, etc.  Amount appropriated from surplus formerly $54,000.

Amendment proposed by Ron Slocum:  To reduce the 2008 budget to $1,825,744 and the allocation to be at the discretion of the Selectmen.  The amendment was voted on and DEFEATED.

Original article voted upon PASSED.

3. To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000 from surplus for purchase a commercial washer and dryer to clean the gear for the Fire Department.  PASSED

4. To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $31,897 from surplus for the purchase of a new police cruiser to include equipment and the installation of equipment.    PASSED                                                                                                   
    

 
5. To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $565 to be used as determined by the Town Forest Committee; the same to be withdrawn from the Winslow Town Forest Fund.   PASSED

6. To see if the town will vote to accept the provisions of RSA 202-A:4-c and RSA 202-A:4-d which authorize, indefinitely, until specific rescission of such authority, The Dunbarton Public Library Trustees to apply for, accept and expend, unanticipated money and accept gifts of personal property other than money, from state, federal, or other government unit or private source, without further action by the town meeting.   PASSED

7. To hear the reports of agents, auditors, committees and other officers heretofore chosen and pass any vote relating thereto.  There was no discussion.  The article PASSED

8. To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.

Selectman Hammond:  “Through this past year, Mert and I have seen an effort and courage that’s very impressive.  Our Co-Selectman worked with us all year and missed very little time in his battle with his illness and I really appreciate what he did and how he helped us and the way he did it.  Thank you very much, Rene.”  [The assembly recognized Rene with a round of applause]

Selectman Hammond continued:  A Boston Globe news reporter called me and asked if I knew we were the center of New England.  I told him I didn’t and it didn’t keep me up at night and I thought it must have been a slow news day for him.  He did his research.  He got a professor from MIT to calculate it and in fact if you go down Jimmy’s [Jim Stone’s] Road, the corner of Guinea Road and Stone Road – he has a field there on the right and the center is right in there.  It’s on the Stonehurst Farm, the Center of New England.  Several people seemed interested in that and talked about doing some T-shirts, or thought maybe Jimmy ought to put a booth up there and collect money for whatever.

Mr. Mullen:  “I think Mr. Stone IS the center of the earth”.

Mr. Hammond:  If anyone has any ideas or wants to pursue anything, Rebecca Rolke of the Historical Awareness Committee is accepting ideas.  

No other items were brought for discussion.

Mr. Mullen:  Ballots will be counted after the business meeting is dissolved and the results announced.  Contested positions cannot be sworn in till 5:00pm Friday to allow for recounts.  

Winners of the Garden Club raffle were announced.

Meeting adjourned 8:42PM
122 Registered voters in attendance at Town Meeting voted on the preceding articles.

RESULTS OF OFFICIAL BALLOT VOTING (ARTICLE I)

For Selectman for three years

  Vote for ONE:
Leslie G. Hammond

185

For Town Moderator for two years

  Vote for ONE:  “Fred” J. Mullen

232

For Supervisor of the checklist for six years

  Vote for ONE:  Margaret Venator

222

For Board of Assessors for three years

  Vote for ONE:
 “Tim” Terragni


208

For Treasurer for three years

  Vote for ONE:  Pamela Milioto


214

For Road Agent for three years

  Vote for ONE:  Jeff A. Crosby


217

For Trustee of the Trust Funds for three years

  Vote for ONE:  “Ron” Slocum


220

For Library Trustee for three years

  Vote for TWO:  Kirsten Petretta

197



  Lori Wamser


203

For Cemetery Trustee for three years

  Vote for ONE:  Brian L. Pike


208

For Ethics Committee for three years

  Vote for TWO:  Katharine Daly (write-in)
  97

                               Tom Hathcoat (write-in)
  96

Number of names on the Checklist:
2089

Number of ballots cast:


  240

Voter turnout:



  11%
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