REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK – 2008

	REVENUE HISTORY
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008

	Motor Vehicle Permits Issued 
	$ 466,540.00
	$  481,760.50
	495,361.50
	$  475,671.00
	$ 475,435.40

	Municipal Agent Fees
	8,057.50
	8,257.50
	8,372.50
	8,567.50
	9,032.50

	Cert. of Title Application Fees
	1,364.00
	1,344.00
	1,242.00
	1,212.00
	1,244.00

	Dog Licenses:
	
	
	
	
	

	     Tags issued 
	3,246.00
	2,668.50
	2,610.50
	4,223.50
	3,909.50

	     Replacement Tag Only
	6.00
	10.00
	7.50
	6.00
	0

	     Late Payment Fines
	162.00
	93.00
	122.00
	530.00
	310.00

	     Civil Forfeitures 
	
	
	
	2,025.00
	25.00

	Marriage Licenses 
	450.00
	675.00
	540.00
	675.00
	585.00

	Civil Union Licenses
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	225.00

	Vital Record Fees
	248.00
	276.00
	288.00
	504.00
	584.00

	Filing Fees (elections)
	10.00
	6.00
	5.00
	4.00
	7.00

	UCC Filing
	765.00
	775.00
	710.00
	744.00
	675.00

	Pole License Filing
	90.00
	90.00
	80.00
	20.00
	20.00

	Wetland Application Filing
	50.00
	40.00
	40.00
	50.00
	30.00

	Returned Check Fines
	300.00
	250.00
	300.00
	275.00
	275.00

	Other
	5.00
	
	37.31
	48.42
	116.24

	REMITTED TO TREASURER
	$ 481,308.50
	$  496,245.50
	$  509,716.31
	$   494,555.42
	$   492,473.64


The figures in the above table reflect the revenue received and processed through the Town Clerk’s office.

	TRANSACTIONS HISTORY
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008

	Motor Vehicle Permits Issued 
	3708
	3922
	3948
	4004
	4084

	Stickers/Plates Issued (as M/A)
	3223
	3303
	3349
	3427
	3613

	Title Applications Reviewed
	682
	683
	624
	607
	622

	Dog Licenses Issued
	472
	390
	396
	634
	552

	Dog Civil Forfeitures Collected
	0
	0
	0
	81
	1

	Marriage Licenses Issued
	10
	15
	12
	15
	13

	Civil Union Licenses Issued
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	5

	Vital Record Abstracts Issued
	23
	25
	28
	47
	56

	Election Filing Accepted
	13
	13
	13
	9
	10

	UCC / Misc. Filings Accepted
	5
	6
	4
	4
	4

	Pole License Filing Accepted
	9
	9
	8
	2
	2

	Wetland Application Filing
	5
	4
	4
	5
	3

	Returned Check Pursuit
	12
	10
	12
	11
	11

	Notary/JP Services
	45
	52
	37
	76
	164

	Automated Voter Registration
	n/a
	n/a
	48
	61
	67

	Total transactions listed
	8207
	8432
	8483
	8983
	9207


The Town Clerk’s Office saw a whirlwind of activity in 2008!  Here are some of the highlights:

Elections:  There were four elections in 2008, two of which had a record voter turnout.  It seemed we no sooner finished one and it was time for the next.  In preparation of the predicted voter turnout for the General Election in November, our Town Moderator, Fred Mullen recruited and appointed several “pro tem’ Election Officials.   This extra staffing kept the lines moving quickly as voters passed through the polls.  On behalf of Dunbarton’s Election Officials, we would like to thank the dozens of citizens who stepped forward and gave their time to hand count the ballots that were cast at each election.

Motor Vehicle:  There were two major changes in the way vehicle registrations are handled.  At the end of July, Dunbarton was officially “on line” with the DMV.  This change has expanded the services we offer as Municipal Agents.  We now have the capability to:  issue Initial (vanity) and Conservation (moose) plates, issue plates and decals for vehicles with a GVW up to 26,000 pounds (we were previously limited to 8,000), process late renewals, and issue certified copies of registrations.  There were (and will continue to be) a few “bumps” in the transition.  Many of them will be gone once we have cycled through registrations for a full year.  Thank you for your patience while we learn the new software and work our way through this cycle.

In September, motor vehicle registrations took on a whole new look.  They now feature a bar code and are printed by laser printers that use special paper and ink to make counterfeiting more difficult.  The printers were purchased by the DMV with a federal grant secured through the University of New Hampshire.  Dunbarton received two of these printers (total value approx $1200) at no cost to the town!

While I’m on the subject of motor vehicles, I would like to point out that the revenue generated from vehicle registrations was roughly the same as last year but it was accomplished in a greater number of transactions (as illustrated in the charts above).  The total number of permits issued was up, but most of the newly- registered vehicles were older models, which are calculated at a lower rate.  In the five months we were on line, we were able to complete 135 registrations that would normally be sent to the state for completion.  The result was an additional $337.50 collected in Municipal Agent Fees.

Dog Licenses:  If you’re a dog owner with a busy schedule, it’s easy to forget to renew your dog’s license.  In mid 2007 we began collecting the owner’s e-mail address when a license was issued.  In March 2008, several hundred reminders were sent via e-mail.   While this resulted in less revenue in “late payment fines” it was a savings for pet owners (and saved the town postage expense associated with “snail mail”).  We will continue to use this reminder method.  Contact me at:  townclerk@dunbartonnh.org if you would like to be added to the list (add this address to your “safe senders” list so the reminder doesn’t go to your spam folder!)

Historical Collections:  After successful preservation of the Hadley-Tucker Historical Collection, work continues on other items generously donated to the town.   Thanks to Ed and Paula Mangini, who donated some vintage Town Reports, we were able to fill in some “holes” in our existing collection.  Our current project involves an extensive collection of Dunbarton Book Club scrapbooks and ledgers dating to the early 1900s generously donated by Jim and Nancy Stone.   Betsy Hamlin-Morin, Paper Preservationist, continues to advise volunteers Donna Dunn, Marion Crosby, and Nancy Frost on the proper preservation procedures.  Donations of any historical documents relating to Dunbarton are always welcome whether it be one document or a collection.  If you have a few spare hours during the week and want to take part in the process, please contact me.  It's great fun and a rare treat to view these documents and the wealth of history they contain.  
Vital Records:  Civil Unions were legalized effective January 1, 2008.  Five Civil Union licenses were issued through this office during the year.

Staffing:  Due to some unforeseen circumstances, Carol Harman was unable to continue as our Deputy Town Clerk.  Although she’s no longer here on a regular basis, I am grateful that she continued to work with us during the elections.  Fortunately, the timing turned out to be just right and Darlene Leone became Dunbarton’s newest Deputy Town Clerk.  Darlene came to us during Town Meeting season and got a crash course on elections.  We were not on line with the state during Darlene’s first five months here, so much of what she learned on our old system had to be re-learned once we went on line.  Throughout it all, she continued to put forth a great effort and always with a positive attitude.

The Town Reports of the past few years carried a section called:  FAQ’s:  A Guide to Doing Business with Your Town Clerk.  It gave detailed information regarding vehicle registrations and titles, dog licenses, voter registration, marriage and civil union licenses, as well as certified copies of birth, marriage, civil union, and death records.  That information has been moved to the Town Clerk section of the Town’s web site  http://dunbartonnh.org  Copies are also available at the office.

Thank you, Citizens of Dunbarton, for your continued support.  It is my privilege to serve you!
Respectfully submitted,

Linda L. Peters

Certified Town Clerk







Activity:





The table to the left is a sampling of the transactions processed through the Town Clerk’s office.  This is a partial listing and does not reflect the full scope of activity that takes place on a daily basis.  





Note:  Not all transactions result in revenue.








