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DUNBARTON PLANNING BOARD

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2010

TOWN OFFICES – 6:30 P.M. 

FIRST PUBLIC HEARING FOR FLOOD PLAIN ZONING AMENDMENTS

A Public Hearing for the adoption of Flood Plain Zoning Amendments by the Dunbarton Planning Board was held at the above time, date and place with Chairman Ken Swayze presiding.  The following members were present: 


Kenneth Swayze, Chairman


Terry Swain, Co-Chairman


Alison R. Vallieres, Secretary


Michael Poirier


Other Town Officials:

John Trottier, Chairman, Zoning Board of Adjustment

Ken Swayze, Chairman, opened the Public Hearing for the Flood Plain Zoning Amendments.  

Ken Swayze, Chairman, verified with the Secretary that the Public Notice had been posted in two public places in the Town and also appeared on the Dunbarton Web Site.  In addition, the Public Notice was published in the Concord Monitor for one day in accordance with the RSA, etc.  

Ken Swayze, Chairman, noted for the record that the Selectmen had previously adopted the acceptance at their meeting on December 17, 2009 of the Flood Plain Maps which will not be available until April 19, 2010.  

Ken Swayze, Chairman, explained that the proposed Floodplain Development Ordinance was developed in conjunction with FEMA and Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission as submitted by Matt Monahan.  (copy attached) 

At this point in the Public Hearing, Terry Swain stated that it was very difficult to understand why we were adopting this at this time if we didn't even have the maps so we know where and if there is any Flood Plains in Dunbarton.  Every time we work with Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission, we seem to be doing everything "under the gun" at the last minute with not a lot of information and preparation.  
It was explained that if we don't do this at this March Town Meeting, and the maps become available in April 2010, we will have nothing in place to allow FEMA/Flood Insurance, etc.  This is the reason we are doing this at this time. 
 Comments from the Public:   
John Trottier, Chairman, Zoning Board of Adjustment, asked if this Ordinance was from a "model" and not specifically written for Dunbarton.  He also pointed out many spelling errors, etc.  
John Trottier  stated that the reference is only to a Zone A in Dunbarton.  How do we know that the maps won't include other zones.  If we pass this Ordinance as presented and the maps show there are additional flood zones, the Ordinance will not be correct.  There will be no provision for any other zone.  There are other areas in Dunbarton that could be subject to flooding such as Bela Brook, Gorham Pond, etc.  

John Trottier presented the Board with a copy of a Flood Plains Map for the Town of Londonderry showing various zones, etc.  Because the Town of Dunbarton does not have the maps, we are not sure that we won't have zones in addition to Zone A.  

John Trottier also presented a marked up version of the Flood Plain Ordinance which included a Table of Contents for the Ordinance.  

There was considerable Board discussion pros and cons. 

After much discussion, Alison Vallieres, Secretary,  suggested that we include the following language after each reference to Zone A.  With this addition, we would be covered if the maps show other zones in addition to Zone A.


"and all other applicable zones as established by FEMA and as properly incorporated


 on the base FIRM map. "

The Planning Board agreed and the following motion was made: 


MOTION: 


Ken Swayze made a motion that we recommend and place the edited Floodplain Development 
Ordinance with modifications and amendments on the ballot for consideration at Town Meeting in 
March 2010.  

Terry Swain seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
There being no further discussion or business, the meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 







Respectfully submitted, 







Alison R. Vallieres, Secretary
