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DUNBARTON PLANNING BOARD

MONDAY, DECEMBER  21,  2009

TOWN OFFICES – 10:00 A.M. 

SPECIAL PLANNING BOARD MEETING

A Special Meeting of the Dunbarton Planning Board was held at the above time, date and place with Chairman Ken Swayze presiding.  The following members were present: 


Kenneth Swayze, Chairman


Alison R. Vallieres, Secretary


Michael Guiney, Alternate


Les Hammond, Selectman


Other Town Officials:


Barbara McCann, Planning and Zoning


Don Mayo, Town Engineer


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent


Applicant


Robert Desmarais


Daniel E. Donovan, III, Attorney for Desmarais


Ken Swayze opened the meeting and noted the purpose of the meeting was to discuss the Bela Brook    
Subdivision (off Grapevine Road) and road issues on Phase II.  


Don Mayo, Town Engineer stated the following problems with the road in Phase II as follows:  


1.  The major problem is the ditch line between Stations 18+00 and 21+00.  The soil is saturated to the 
point where you 
can't walk.    The water flow may be the cause of the adjacent slope failure that has now 
been repaired.  

2.  He stated that until we have resolved this problem, we could have a reoccurrence.  The ditch lines were 
regraded  but other drainage  has not been replaced.  The ditch line needs lowering.   Stated that in order 
to lower the ditch line, you would have to lower the treatment swale.  

3.  Seeding took place at night late in the season.  Growth is unknown until spring.


4.  Truck damage has been done while moving loam at Station 19+00 to the end of the project.  


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated he was confused as to why we are even having this meeting.  We met 
on the site with the Town Engineer, Les Hammond and I on Wednesday, November 11, 2009.   Mr. 
Desmarais was going to put drainage, under drains, etc.  The contractors were working on it and were not 
putting any under drainage in.   There have been a lot of discussions but a lot of time has gone by.  A 
lot of water is coming off one of your lots.  Eventually, the Town is going to take this over.  You 
should 
address the water problem which will cause damage later on.  

Ken Swayze, Chairman,  stated that the Town is interested in getting a properly engineered road.  
The applicant  hired the contractor, the Town did not.  I called Don Mayo and he said the ditch was not put 
in.  The under drain was not put in.  Asked the contractor, and he said it was not going in at this time.  We 
would like to see it done.  


Robert Desmarais stated we need to get the under drain put in.   Stated he found out from Don 
Mayo, Town Engineer, that the under drain was not put in.  

Ken Swayze noted a concern about the bounds and whether they were in.  Need a letter from Bernier 
stating the bounds are in.  In addition, need  witness stakes.  

Noted that Bob Rook should give us a drawing of the under drain, etc.  We need something for the 
record.  

At this point in the meeting, Les Hammond, Selectman, stated he realized that we are talking about Phase 
II, but there are still some concerns about Phase I as follows:  



1.  Phase I Staging Area should be cleaned up and provide for proper drainage.  



2.  Man hole still needs some cement.  They are going to talk about the whole road system when 


we have the Public Hearing, etc. 



3. Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated you need to stop the water from coming out onto the Town 


Road.  


Ken Swayze emphasized the fact that Bob Desmarais needs to be sure to stay in touch with all people 
concerned.  


Don Mayo, Town Engineer, stated that if he comes in next month and under drainage has just been 
installed, we still won't know if it works.  


Ken Swayze stated there is too much risk doing it this time of the year.  A continuing Performance Bond 
will have to be put up.  


Jeff Crosby stated we need something that is realistic.  Bonding is needed.  Dollar amount to be assessed 
for the top coat of pavement, grass growth and small items.  The ice buildup from the water flow could 
cover the road.    We should put the under drainage in now.  It would eliminate a major water problem.  It 
would be lower than our road bed.  That is our major concern.  


Attorney Donovan stated that all of this sounds very familiar.  Stated he is on the Planning Board as a 
Selectmen's rep for the Town of Wilton and we generally don't accept roads.  They are private in most 
instances.  We set a bonding requirement and the Planning Board doubles it.  


Don Mayo, Town Engineer, stated that there is a test pit for a septic system right near the road.  This 
should 
be moved.  


Don Mayo, Town Engineer, noted there will be between 300 - 350 feet of ditch under drain to be put in.
              Should also consider putting in flushing basins, etc.  This is cheap insurance in case things get blocked up.    It is a solid pipe with a 90 degree elbow.  Only a $200 item.  Not complicated.  

Robert Desmarais agreed to do all  necessary work.  He will be hiring a new contractor.  


Ken Swayze noted it is generally not our business to be interested in financial arrangements between 
a developer and his contractor(s), but if there are liens and attachments on the road, this could be 
problematic when asking the Selectmen for final road acceptance. 

There being no further discussion, the meeting adjourned at 10:30 am.  








Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres, Secretary
