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DUNBARTON PLANNING BOARD

WORKSHOP MEETING

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1,   2009

TOWN OFFICES –6:30 P.M. 

The monthly Workshop meeting of the Dunbarton Planning Board was held at the above time, date and place with Chairman Ken Swayze presiding.  The following members were present: 


Kenneth Swayze, Chairman


Terry Swain, Co-Chairman


Alison R. Vallieres, Secretary


George Holt


Brian Nordle


Les Hammond, Selectman


Michael Poirier


Barbara McCann, Planning and Zoning Department


Mike Tardiff, Consultant

The Chairman verified with the Secretary that the meeting had been posted in two public places throughout the Town and also put on the Dunbarton Web Site.  

MIKE TARDIFF, SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS: 

Mike Tardiff presented the Board with updated copies per the last meeting of the Subdivision Regulations.  

The Board reviewed the revised regulations and made comments as follows: 

1. Need it to be a very clean process. 

2. Would recommend flow charts to make it more user friendly.

3. Board noted that they had tried to have Joint Meetings with other Land Use Boards and have been unsuccessful up until now.  

Mike Tardiff noted that this cannot be made mandatory.  

4. With regard to Site Walks, Mike Tardiff felt they should be open to the Public.  Site Walks should be posted.  If there is a quorum and any decisions are made, they should be recorded in minutes.  

Ken Swayze made a statement that over the years, some owners felt they could  restrict access to their property if they choose.  

5. Mike Tardiff will speak with Judy Silver, Attorney, regarding legal requirements, etc. for Site Walks and the public, etc. 


Other Items: 

1. Board noted that the Fire Chief is very involved with Fire Ponds within proposed subdivisions.  

2. Board also noted that the current Road Agent has been very involved in road issues within proposed subdivisions. 

3. Possibility of digital submission of final plans, etc.  Will still require 5 hard copies.  The digitized copies can be accessed for the public.  

Ken Swayze stated that we did not have the manpower/facilities for digital submission, including updates and controls.  

Several other members of the Board felt that we should look ahead and consider digital submission also. 

Alison Vallieres stated that we have a space problem with filing plans and maybe having them digitized would ease the space issue.  

4. Mike Tardiff stated that at the next Workshop Meeting for Subdivision Regulations we will be addressing Road Standards.  Will have information sent to Alison Vallieres for distribution to Board members two weeks prior to the meeting. 

GROUNDWATER PROTECTION:

Terry Swain, Co-Chairman, explained that the Planning Board had been approached last fall regarding the possibility of a Groundwater Protection Ordinance by a group of concerned citizens.  This group will make their presentation this evening.  

Ken Swayze, Chairman, stated that a Sub-Committee of the Planning Board has been formed to work with this group.  The first step would be to see if the Planning Board wants to even pursue this as a Zoning Change.  This is the first time we have met on a formal basis. 

Members of the Planning Board to serve on the Sub-Committee consist of Terry Swain, Co-Chairman, Alison Vallieres and George Holt.  Michael Poirier stated he would also serve on the Sub-Committee as an Alternate.  

Presented a copy of the proposed Groundwater Protection Ordinance.  (attached)   In addition, Patty Shearin presented a copy of the letter dated November 18, 2008 to the Planning Board members from Jacqueline Brough.  (attached) 

Members of the concerned residents group present were as follows: 


Patty Shearin


Tom Cusano


Jacqueline Brough


Pam Werner

Other concerned parties present included one individual from DES.

The first meeting of the Planning Board Sub-Committee including the concerned residents will be held on Tuesday, April 14, 2009 at 6:30 p.m.  All members of the public are invited to attend.  

Alison Vallieres will post the public meeting. 

Les Hammond, Selectmen, reminded the group that the meetings must be posted, minutes kept, and the public must be allowed to attend. 

The Planning Board indicated they felt the Ordinance as presented this evening needed to be thoroughly reviewed and revisions made.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 




Respectfully submitted, 




Alison Vallieres




Recording Secretary

