TOWN OF DUNBARTON

BOARD OF ASSESSORS

MINUTES OF MEETING

January 12, 2009

Present:
Timothy Terragni, Chairman



Mary LaValley



Bryan Clark



Janice VandeBogart, Recording Secretary

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm.

It was noted that this meeting was duly posted  on the website and at the town office.

Ralph Fellbaum attended the meeting saying that he had just a couple of questions regarding his assessment (lot H2-04-02, 59 Ray Road).  He wanted clarification regarding the average +10% adjustment and the average 20% adjustment on his property card.  Tim Terragni stated that he was not prepared to answer this question because he had no idea Mr. Fellbaum was going to be at the meeting and asked him to please wait until he had a chance to review his file.

Ralph Fellbaum presented copies of his property cards saying he could not understand why the codes had not changed and why his assessment changed only because he put in a stairwell.  When he built in 2001 he was at 4% depreciation and now it is 1%.  That is a difference of $13,000.  He showed some comparisons that Scott Marsh used and said they did not compare with his property.  

Mary LaValley offered to ask Scott Marsh from Municipal Resources to get back to Mr. Fellbaum.  

Mr. Fellbaum left the meeting at 6:55pm.

Budget Discussion:  It was noted that the Board of Assessors were scheduled to meet with the Board of Selectmen on January 14, 2009 to discuss their proposed 2009 budget.  The Board reviewed salaries and voted on no increase.  The Secretary will stay at $700 per year, and the Board members will each receive $500 per year.  The Utility appraisal fees will be the same as last year, $9000.  It was noted that George Sansoucy will be increasing this fee to $12,000 in the year 2010, as agreed in 2008.  The supply line, for office supplies, will remain at $100, and the training line will also remain the same as last year, at $100.  The cost of software support is $4000 for the year 2009, according to Vision Appraisal.  This cost was waived in the past due to an agreement with Vision Appraisal, however, Dunbarton needs to pay for support services beginning in the year 2009.

The last item in the budget is the cost of Appraisal Services.  These services were bid out in December.  

Bid Results: The board opened the one and only bid received from Municipal Resources Inc. in the amount of $10,800 for a flat rate service of $900 per month, with added expenses for extras using an hourly rate of $72.00 per hour.  Another option offered was for an hourly rate of $72.00 per hour and $30.00 per parcel for parcel task.

The board voted to put $12,000 on the Appraisal line for budgeting purposes pending their contacting MRI for clarification on the proposed contract.  

The proposed 2009 budget is as follows:


Secretary





$
     700.00


Administration: BOA




  1,500.00


Appraisal Services





12,000.00


Utility Assessor





  9,000.00


General Supplies





     100.00


Training






     100.00

Software Support Fees




  4,000.00









_________________


Total Proposed Budget for the year 2009

$
27,400.00

Other business:

The board reviewed an abatement request from Ray U Mills,  30 and 30A Grapevine Road, G3-03-07.  It was recommended by Scott Marsh of MRI that this abatement be denied.  The Board unanimously voted to deny this abatement and the form was signed accordingly.

Current Use Penalties: The following current use penalties were reviewed, accepted and signed by the Board:

1. Lynn Marcou, G3-01-11, $12,000

2. Susan Kelly, G2-03-08, $12,000

3. Karen Tomes, G2-03-07, $12,000

All lots changed owners and now were less than the required 10 acres for current use.

4.   A current use penalty in the amount of $13,900, for R. J. Moreau Communities, I4-02-06 was approved and signed.

Sales Ratio:  It was noted that the sales ratio for the year 2008 was 101%.

Veterans’ Credits:  The board reviewed two applications for Veterans Credits.  The first application was from Ray U. Mills of 30 Grapevine Road.  His application was accepted and signed by the Board.  

The second application was from John Casey.  His application stated that he was 40% disabled.  It was noted that the law states that a veteran must be 100% disabled in order to receive this credit. This application was denied.

Application for Exemption – Dunbarton Congregational Church.  The board reviewed the application for exemption and voted as follows:  Tim Terragni made the motion to grant a tax exemption to the Dunbarton Congregational Church for the year 2009.  The motion was seconded by Mary LaValley and the vote was in the affirmative.

Next meeting:  It was voted by the Board to cancel the January 20, 2009 meeting of the Board of Assessors due to other commitments by the board members.  The next scheduled meeting will be in February, 2009.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00  pm.
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Dunbarton Board of Assessors

Recorded by:
Janice VandeBogart,



 Recording Secretary

1
1

