TOWN OF DUNBARTON

BOARD OF ASSESSORS

MINUTES OF MEETING

OCTOBER 16, 2007

Present:
Timothy Terragni, Chairman



Mary LaValley



Bryan Clark



Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator and





Recording Secretary

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.

Rick Martin, H3-04-15:    Mr. Martin stated that he was inquiring about his current use penalty issued for lot H3-04-15 at 99 Tenney Hill Road.   The penalty was imposed on this property because of recent subdivision of this lot and ultimate sale of the property leaving it ¼ acre short of having the required 10 acres for current use.  He said assessor, Bud Noyes did the original measuring of the lot for current use and had allowed more area along the driveway because of the construction on the lot but now it was all grown in with small trees.  He said also the area by the septic system was left out of current use but now he wanted it included in the current use area to get back the ¼ acre of land in order to qualify with 10 acres.  He said that at the time the property was measured, he didn’t care how much was out of current use because he had over 40 acres of land.  Now he has subdivided the property and now has sold it and does not feel that he should have to pay the penalty for only being ¼ acre down.

The map drawn by Bud Noyes was produced.  Mr. Martin disputed the measurements shown on the map saying that he measured and determined that it was 295 ft. on the back line, not the 353 ft. that Bud had indicated.  Also, he said another lot line was 207 ft., not the 270 ft. shown on Bud’s sketch.  Bryan Clark stated that he had accompanied Bud Noyes on the site walk to measure this lot along with Rick Martin.  Bryan stated that Mr. Martin had agreed with all the measurements at that time.  Bryan also said that the sides of the driveway were all grass at the time and they were all in agreement as to the amount of land being left out of current use.

Tim Terragni stated that the board needed to see a copy of the survey and a copy of the deed which Rick Martin did not have with him.  He stated he had just come from a job and did not have his paperwork with him.  

Mr. Martin stated again that when the property was measured it did not matter to him because he had over 40 acres.  Now that he has subdivided and sold the property, it has brought the current use acres under 10 and disqualified the current use.  He stated that he has 180 days to dispute the current use penalty on the new owner’s behalf and that is why he was here tonight.  He stated that the subdivision was done and accepted by the Planning Board in January of 2007.  It was noted that he had time to come to the Town to change his current use map before April 1, 2007.  He did not do so.  Mr. Martin stated that he had tried to impress on his surveyor that he needed to keep at least 10 acres with the house in order to avoid a penalty and it was his surveyor’s error that caused this problem.  He said he has the acres there but just not the correct amount out of current use to leave ten acres in. 

Bryan Clark reinforced that the three of them were on the same page that day when he, Bud and Mr. Martin measured the property.  Mr. Martin agreed but wanted to know if they could allow it to be changed now to enable him to make up the ¼ acre and avoid a penalty.  

Tim Terragni stated that the board would need to consult the survey and the deed before a decision is made.  Also the board needs a corrected current use map from Rick Martin.  Mr. Martin said he would supply the map and wait until he heard from the board.

Ralph Fellbaum, H2-04-02:  Mr. Fellbaum stated that he never got answers from the board when he came in last October to inquire about the classification of his home as a ranch.   He said he has a large home, classified as a ranch and he felt it should be classified as a cape.   He had asked what he needed to do to have the change in the classification of his home and had received no answers from the board.  At that time he had no access to the upstairs.  This year he has put stairs in and finished a room upstairs.  He would like to have the board agree with him that it is now a cape.  He stated he needs to know before he filed his paperwork for an abatement.  He is looking for a definition of a cape and a definition of a ranch.  He said it was no different than a log cabin.  He has examples of log cabins in the town that are classified as capes.  

Mary LaValley stated that this would have to be reviewed by Municipal Resources, Inc.  Bryan Clark agreed saying that the town would need to send Scott Marsh out to get a new value on the property.  The property card is flagged for a pick up and one of the things that MRI would pass on to the board would be the classification of the home.

Mr. Fellbaum stated that MRI came to his property before the stairs were put in.  He asked what happens after the stairs were in?  Again the Board stated that they would have to wait until MRI had a chance to inspect the property.   Tim Terragni stated that the plans for Mr. Fellbaum’s house identified the building as a Ranch.    Mr. Fellbaum stated that the building plans mean nothing.  Lots of plans are altered and changed.  He noted changes he had made to his plans, such as the cathedral ceilings were at the far end of the house and the number of bedrooms were changed.  He put an attic truss in his home in case he wanted to do the upstairs, which he did.    

Tim Terragni said that the board is going to have to check further on this.  Mr. Fellbaum stated that he needed to know the definition of a cape and of a ranch for his appeal if he was going to be denied.   He went on to verify that the upstairs was not a bedroom because it had three sides and the fourth side was a railing.  Called it a media center room or loft, not a bedroom.  He had no problem with having someone come to look at it.  He said he would be able to get together with someone from MRI the week of October 28th.  

Mr. Fellbaum also asked how much the value would change if he went from four bedrooms to two bedrooms.  Also, he wanted to know what value is put on an in-ground swimming pool.  He had a permit out for a kidney shaped in-ground pool with a heater.  He did not know the size.  

The Board would get back to him on these questions.

___________  

The board signed the following:

· Minutes of the September 18, 2007 meeting.

· Intent to cut timber for A2-01-06 & 04, Susan Lurgio

· Intent to cut timber for A2-01-05 & 07, Tondy McGowan

· 2007 Final tax warrant:  

· Tax rate:  Town $2.35; Local School $7.69;  County $2.26; State School $2.26 for a total tax rate of $14.56 per thousand

Barn Easements:

All three members of the Board of Assessors had been invited to a meeting at St. Johns Episcopal Church on October 23, 2007 at 7pm.  This meeting was called by resident Patty Shearin and the subject is preservation of old farm structures.  All three members of the board plan to attend.

The board reviewed the draft guidelines for Discretionary Preservation Easements.   

Application fees and costs were discussed.  Tim Terragni address photos &/or movies of the structures and the cost incurred.  Also, legal costs, registration costs, inspection costs, etc. were discussed.  The board felt it was important to have the Dunbarton Historical Society involved in the application process as well.  

The Board decided to continue their discussion and review of the guidelines at their next meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm.








______________________________________ 








Timothy Terragni, Chairman
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______________________________________ 








Bryan Clark








Dunbarton Board of Assessors

Recorded by:


Janice VandeBogart,



Town Administrator and Recording Secretary
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