January 2, 2004

David J. Brillhart

Director of Project Development

The State of New Hampshire

Department of Transportation

7 Hazen Drive

P.O. Box 483 

Concord, NH 03302-0483

Re:
Argument for Retaining the Realignment of Robert Rogers Road in the Town of Dunbarton’s Enhancement Proposal.

Dear Mr. Brillhart,

Thank you for your recent correspondence dated December 18, 2003. I respectfully disagree with your assessment and hope to provide you with a detailed written argument to retain the realignment of Robert Rogers Road in our proposal. I plan to focus my argument on two specific issues: quality of life and safety.

Quality of life is addressed in The Transportation Enhancement and Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Programs manual. Under Section 1.3 Policy Goals, the manual states, “Congress envisioned the program as opening a new era in transportation, and it has presented New Hampshire and the nation with real opportunities to enhance transportation-related quality of life activities…” Shortly thereafter the manual references the goal of the program.

The manual continues, “The goal is to more creatively and sensitively integrate transportation facilities into the surrounding communities. These activities present the opportunity to protect the environment and provide a more aesthetic, pleasant and improved interaction with the transportation system and the users and adjacent residents.” I believe our original proposal fits well with the program’s goal.

Our enhancement proposal, generally, and the realignment of Robert Rogers Road specifically speaks to this quality of life issue. Robert Rogers Road provides the only access to the Dunbarton Elementary School, the Dunbarton Fire Department and the Dunbarton Police Department. It also provides one of two access points for the Dunbarton Town Hall, Dunbarton Town Offices and the Dunbarton Library. All of these structures are within one quarter of a mile of each other and intersect near the Robert Rogers Road and Route 13 intersections.

Currently, Robert Rogers Road forms a Y intersection at Route 13. Realigning Robert Rogers Road so that it forms a perpendicular intersection at Route 13 in conjunction with the addition of a sidewalk along Robert Rogers Road and around the Town Common will provide everyone who uses this area with a less confusing and more aesthetically pleasing roadway and intersection. Additionally, the realignment will reduce a three-road intersection at Robert Roger Road and School Street to a two-road intersection.

One of the problems that we have with this area, especially on Route 13, is that there is no clear indication that people traveling through the center of Town. The area in front of our Town Hall has a small hill to the south and a larger hill to the north, which tends to increase vehicle speed. When stopped for Speed, many operators comment that they did not realize they were in the center of Town and in a 30-MPH zone because of the nature of the area. Realigning Robert Rogers Road, the addition of sidewalks around the Town Common and new lighting will more clearly identify this area as the Town center, which will help slow the speed of vehicles. Vehicle speed is one of the primary concerns articulated by people who live in this area.

While these quality of life issues are important, my primary concern for this area has always been safety. This area is the focal point of our community. Each Halloween evening we have hundreds of children and parents “trick or treating” Robert Rogers Road, School Street and Route 13. On Old Home Day we have hundreds of people moving between the Town Common and Dunbarton Elementary School for various events. There are plans to build a grandstand on the Town Common and sponsor musical events during the summer months. Our school children walk from the school to the library. Robert Rogers Road the primary road used for all of these events and it is unsafe for current use and future use is going to increase.

Realigning Robert Rogers Road will increase the safety of this area significantly. Currently the Y intersection’s southern most intersection at Route 13 affords a very limited line of sight to the south (less than 100 feet). The realignment will increase this by at least 50 to 75 feet. 

If the realignment is excluded from our proposal, it will mean that people will have to cross Robert Rogers Road two times to get to the sidewalk. If the realignment remains part of this project because it will allow for only one crossing, which can be addressed safely with one crosswalk. 

Lastly, creating one perpendicular intersection at Route 13 will help slow vehicles that access Robert Rogers Road from Route 13 and vehicles that access Route 13 from Robert Rogers Road. Currently, there is a Yield sign at the northern most Robert Rogers Road and Route 13 intersection that is not functional. Realigning Robert Rogers Road would allow for one access way that is controlled by a Stop sign. Again, this will slow traffic accessing both Route 13 and Robert Rogers Road.

The realignment of Robert Rogers Road is an important component of our enhancement proposal. The total package of sidewalks, lighting and realigning Robert Rogers Road are on point regarding quality of life issues and safety improvement that are the genesis of our proposal.

I appreciate an opportunity to respectfully disagree and offer this argument for retaining the realignment of Robert Rogers Road in our enhancement proposal. I would be glad to address any additional questions, concern and/or recommendation you may have regarding this proposal. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey S. Nelson

Chief of Police 

Cc:
Thomas Jameson


Nick Alexander

