Hearse Restoration and Preservation Committee

& Volunteer Team - 2006

Despite the fact its new wheels were not yet attached, the hearse was on the road again in 2006.  In July the Holes-In-The-Hearse Gang gathered, gently secured it in Bob Boynton’s hay-padded truck, and delivered it to carpenter Harvey Provencher’s workshop.  Retaining original wood whenever possible, he and others restored structural integrity by reproducing and custom fitting numerous burned or missing pieces of roof, underbelly, sides and drivers seat.  

A second October road trip moved the hearse to accommodate exterior finish work.  Jan VandeBogart painstakingly built up weaker exterior surfaces, inhaling buckets of dust and losing fingernails in the sanding process.  After a few coats of paint the hearse is starting to reflect everyone’s hard work but cold weather has halted painting for the winter.  

Among other efforts, Artist Wijpkjen Whittier reproduced a painted ‘carpet’ from a small surviving fragment, George Dolbec wood turned missing coffin pins based on a Shelburne Museum example, and research determined how to reconstruct the missing toolbox door and create it’s missing brass knob 

Plans proceed for a new Hearse House.   Ruling out the prior Center Cemetery location due to lack of space, the Trustees allocated a spot at historic Page’s Corner Cemetery for a modest, low-maintenance structure.  The unfinished interior will house a display detailing the hearse’s checkered history and restoration effort.  

A gracious donation of roof shingles by Paul & Lisa Modzeleski is a hopeful beginning.  Tax-deductible donations of money, supplies and other construction materials are still needed:  

· Wood for a 12 x 20 structure: 3/4 Plywood; pine for wall studs, rafters, collar ties & ridge board; pressure-treated wood for sills and joists, tongue & groove for doors

· Miscellaneous:  (2) portable ramps, small exterior sign, granite doorstep, pea stone or small chipped granite for site work

· Visual Display Materials:  photo printing, foam board & acid-free mounting supplies, thin UV glass/plastic and willing volunteers! 

To help, call 774-4567 or the Town Office at 774-3541

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna Dunn

Bob Boynton

Nancy Frost

Gail Martel 

Volunteers from the Holes in the Hearse Gang 

Committee Mission Statement: 

To help preserve Dunbarton’s historic past by restoring the horse-drawn hearse purchased by the town in 1870 to working condition.  This charge includes raising funds, obtaining materials, and either performing or overseeing actual labors.  Restoration efforts shall be in keeping with the simple style of this vehicle.  Efforts may include a future maintenance reserve or permanent storage facilities if funds allow.













