Town Common Project Committee

2006 Annual Report

2006 was the year that finally bore significant fruit for the Town Common Project Committee after six years of hard work: a professional landscape design was created, a spot was chosen on the common for the bandstand, and the $50,000 goal line was crossed.

The Dunbarton Group (Landscape, Architecture & Construction, LLC) volunteered their considerable talents.  Owners Porter Weeks (a native Dunbartonian) and Wayne Lamarre designed three landscape plans with a new bandstand as the central feature, and assistant Brittany Wolf presented them on Old Home Day.  Public input helped narrow the choices, and the favored design was displayed on Election Day in November.

The committee decided on a budget allocation:  $35,000 for the bandstand, $10,000 for landscaping and $5,000 to be reserved for future maintenance, repairs or changes.  Since all sums were volunteer raised and do not involve taxpayer dollars, monies will continue to be held in an account separate from general town funds. This will not only allow accrued interest to be dedicated to this project, but will also provide a way for any future tax-deductible contributions to be earmarked for future enhancements to the town common.

After reviewing the bandstand budget and studying solutions by neighboring towns with bandstands, it was decided the best course of action would be to utilize a high quality construction kit, tailored to our 20’ projected size and design needs.  Appropriate companies will be contacted for information and bids.     

A targeted completion date of September 1, 2007, was chosen in hopes of having the bandstand available for Old Home Day later that month.   A new Building Committee will be formed to complete this task.  We are actively seeking volunteers for this community-effort phase of the project.  Help ranging from digging, assembly, roofing, supplying food & refreshments for volunteers and other tasks are needed.  If Dunbarton residents can build a Recycling Center, Fire Station, School addition and more, we can certainly put up a Bandstand - and have fun doing it!

For more information contact towncommonprojec@aol.com or the Town Office.
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Town Common Project Mission Statement 

To enhance the appearance and increase the usability of the Town Common grounds to further enrich Dunbarton’s community atmosphere.  A new bandstand, to replace one previously on the common, is the major focus with appropriate sitting/viewing areas to be incorporated.   Improvements will be simple, practical, durable and low-maintenance, preserving green space and aesthetically complementing the historic nature of the surrounding structures.    

