DUNBARTON HISTORICAL AWARENESS COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY, JUNE 27, 2011

AT THE DUNBARTON TOWN OFFICES

PRESENT:  Donna Dunn and Rebecca Rolke.

NOYES COLLECTION: The collection of copies of Dunbarton-related materials was a longtime interest of former Town Historian Bud Noyes.  He diligently researched at places such as the Nashua Registry of Deeds and the State Archives in Concord, and copied many antique documents.  It was his wish that this information be made available one day for others, to assist in their research on the history of Dunbarton.

Bud would often bring displays of his copies, as well as maps he’d drawn, to DHAC meetings. He would also set them up on the committee’s table on Election days, and at other community gatherings such as Old Home Day. His passion never wavered for sharing the results of his research with others.

Bud’s maps, with Mylar overlays, were an integral part of his presentations. He would painstakingly create maps of certain historical points such as the ranges, which originally defined the land here.  He had a particular interest in the portion of Hooksett which was originally part of Dunbarton until the early 1820s, and mapped that.  Bud created several maps and drawings for his book Where Settlers’ Feet Have Trod. 

Several months before he passed in 2008, Bud invited some Dunbarton residents to his study, where he showed and provided a list of the items in the collection. He stated that his intention was for the collection to be donated to the town after his death.

Recently, committee members Donna Dunn and Betty Ann Noyes have collaborated in the process of transferring the collection from Bud’s study to the Town Offices.  Several visits by Donna to the Noyes home were necessary to identify, pack and transport the items.  Everything which is part of the Noyes Collection is now out of Bud’s study, and is stored temporarily in plastic tubs.  The committee will address archival and permanent storage issues of the collection at a later date.  

Thank you to Betty Ann and Donna, for the dedicated efforts they made to ensure that the Noyes Collection will be available to all.

CORRECTION TO MAY MEETING NOTES:  The Dunbarton Historical Society, who shared this with the Libraries and with Linda Peters, owns The Dunbarton Schoolboy.  The New England Homestead was discovered in a Long Pond Road home.

NEXT MEETING:  July 25, 2011, at 6:30 p.m., at the Dunbarton Town Offices.

Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca Rolke

Chair and Secretary

