DUNBARTON HISTORICAL AWARENESS COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY, MARCH 28, 2011

AT THE DUNBARTON TOWN OFFICES

PRESENT:  Tiffany Dodd, Donna Dunn, Laraine Allen, Selectmen’s Representative Les Hammond, Bill and Rebecca Rolke.

HISTORICAL MATERIALS:  Laraine donated two copies of the book Molly Stark, A Woman of Great Patriotism and Courage, written by Jane Elizabeth Stark, to the Dunbarton Elementary School.  Also given to the school was a word scramble on Revolutionary War terms, as well as a study guide on colonial life.  Laraine displayed a wonderful reproduction of a print by “Herrick So. Manchester” of Stark’s Tomb.  A copy of this and one of Molly Stark were donated to the DHAC, and were accepted by Rebecca.  Thank you, Laraine!

HISTORICAL EDUCATION:  Donna has copied the nineteenth century The Snowflake and Analecta newspapers, for the kids to enjoy at school.  There was a Shopper News, published in Dunbarton in the nineteen sixties, which contained a history column penned by the late Alice Hadley.  Donna showed some oversize binders, which contain The Snowflake and The Statesman as well as other newspapers.  The articles and advertisements in these papers are fascinating, and will be a teaching tool to educate schoolchildren about life in days gone by.

Laraine has found some corrections, which need to be made regarding the Stark family in materials being used by the DES. She forwarded these to Leann McCormack, third grade teacher.   Laraine said only John Stark called his wife Molly, which was a kind of nickname, and she was actually called Betsy as a girl.  

The graveside service for John Stark will be on April 25th, in Manchester.

The DES schoolchildren will tour the Molly Stark house in May.

Leann has been given contact information for the historical re-enactors of the Starks.


COBBLER SHOP:  Donna described the progress being made, with discussion about the roof, the layers of paint, the foundation, and drainage issues.  

LOCAL UPDATES:  At this year’s town meeting, the visitors from Pakistan were presented with a copy of Where Settlers Feet Have Trod, by Bud Noyes.  Knowing a copy of his book is now in another country would have pleased Bud very much.

The DHAC has learned that the town of Warner, NH has had a film made on town history.  A workshop will be held in May about the methods used by the video production committee, and may be useful to the DHAC with our upcoming historical DVD.

The daffodils sent to Oberlin College in Ohio by the Dunbarton Garden Club, with the DHAC, have all been planted in honor of Dunbarton daughter and Oberlin Female College president Marianne Parker Dascomb.

NEXT MEETING:  Monday, April 25, 2011, at 6:30 P.M., at the Dunbarton Town Offices.

Respectfully submitted, 

Rebecca Rolke

Chair and Secretary

