DUNBARTON HISTORICAL AWARENESS COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2011

AT THE DUNBARTON TOWN OFFICES

PRESENT:  Donna Dunn, Laraine Allen, Bill and Rebecca Rolke.  Leann McCormack, third grade teacher from the Dunbarton Elementary School was also present.

DHAC MEMBER NEWS:  Laraine presented educational materials to the elementary school to further historical studies.   The Declaration of Independence, a study guide on colonial America, and a five DVD set of American history from the History Channel were warmly received by Leann. 

A pair of eyeglasses with its steel case, now owned by Laraine, was displayed to the committee.  These had once belonged to the Reverend Walter Harris, and had passed down to his son-in-law, David Tenney.  Laraine also showed the 1856 book New Hampshire As It Is, by Edwin A. Charlton.

There will possibly be a tour of the Allen’s Molly Stark house by school children in late April.

Donna spoke about her ongoing research of historical Dunbarton documents, which has yielded new information, such as the “Anti-Slavers Society”.  This group included forty women from Dunbarton; Louisa Whipple having been one of them.

The Cobbler Shop is still under restoration, per Donna, and will eventually move to its new location on Dunbarton Historical Society land.

REPORT BY LEANN:  Lesson plans have been developed by Leanne about Dunbarton history. Promethean “Smart Board” technology and flip charts are visual aids being implemented by teachers.

Kindergarteners will be encouraged to participate in local celebrations, which include history.  Laraine has access to some historical toys, and knows historical re-enactors, which Leann said would interest the younger students very much.  

The first grade is learning about the life of Molly Stark.

Second graders are studying about community helpers of the past and present.

The third grade children made a huge thank-you card for Bill Zeller, who helped last December in the town center, where the students sketched the houses in preparation for making gingerbread house replicas.

Fourth graders are researching famous Dunbarton people, and will make oral presentations.

The fifth grade students are learning about the Stark family, including information on Scipio Page, a slave.  

Sixth grade students, who study world history, may take a literary perspective by reading copies of newspapers, such as the Snowflake 

Leann has developed a PowerPoint presentation about Molly Stark, whose birthday was February 16.

HISTORY IN THE MAKING:  Leanne presented this concept, which is a way to get students more interested in history by highlighting the fact that today’s happenings are part of what will be studied in the future.  An example of this will be coming up soon, as the University of New Hampshire has developed a “democracy strengthening initiative”, which will include a delegation from Pakistan visiting Dunbarton’s town meeting in March.  The sixth grade students will draft questions to pose to the delegates.

NEXT MEETING:  Monday, March 28, 2011, at 6:30 P.M., at the Dunbarton Town Offices.

Respectfully submitted, Rebecca Rolke, Chair and Secretary

