DUNBARTON HISTORICAL AWARENESS COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY, AUGUST 23, 2010

AT THE DUNBARTON TOWN OFFICES

PRESENT:  Tiffany Dodd, Stan Hallinan, Donna Dunn, Bill and Rebecca Rolke.  Les Hammond arrived after attending another meeting.  Also present was Dunbarton resident Judy Van Kalken.

SCHOOL CIRRICULUM:  Discussion continued regarding the DHAC’s ideas to introduce Dunbarton history into the American history studies at the Elementary School.  The focus is on making history come alive for the children, and discovering ways to facilitate this.  There are historical re-enactors available through the Humanities Council, or the Sons and/or Daughters of the American Revolution, and they may possibly help with this.  Donna spoke about famed Dunbarton –born educator Margaret Dascomb Parker, and how her achievements could be taught to the schoolchildren.

Leeanne McCormack of the DES will be invited to a future DHAC meeting to help us develop our ideas.

COBBLER SHOP:  The shop has been tarped for two winters, and is located on the Van Kalken land.  Donna reported that four thousand dollars have been raised toward the restoration effort, and she said the place needs a new roof.  She had four points regarding the needs of the shop for the immediate future:  1.  Squaring up (the shop is not sitting on a foundation) 2.  An “X” needs to be built above the ceiling, 3. The left wall needs to be replaced (we have the materials) the missing windows could be installed in this wall. 4.  The roof needs to be covered with plywood and painted black, and the soffits need to be replaced before the roof can be put on.

The DHAC will contact the Dunbarton Historical Society to request a status report on the future site of the shop on their land, and whether the issue with the trees has been resolved. 

Stan suggested that the more the shop is moved, the harder it is on the building, and that perhaps the restoration should be done on site.  Discussion ensued about people who will be approached to do the work, and if it will be paid or volunteer.  Judy Van Kalken spoke about her concerns with liability, as the shop is on the Van Kalken land, and people would be working on their property.  General contractors would need to provide a certificate of insurance, but volunteers need to be insured as well.  Donna, a former insurance professional, had some ideas about this.  Les said he will investigate whether something could be worked out with the town for insurance purposes.

The Dunbarton Historical Society had a Heritage Day this summer, and there are good reports about how the day went.  Kudos to the DHS for their ongoing work with children to educate them about days gone by.

OLD HOME DAY:  September 18, and the DHAC will have a storyboard about the cobbler shop, to encourage donations toward the restoration.  Thanks to Tiffany, who has offered to sell Bud Noyes’ book, Where Settlers’ Feet Have Trod at the Library, during OHD.

NEXT MEETING:  Monday, September 27, 2010, at 6:30 p.m., at the Dunbarton Town Offices.

Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca Rolke

Chair and Secretary

