DUNBARTON HISTORICAL AWARENESS COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2010

AT THE DUNBARTON TOWN OFFICES

PRESENT:  Betty Ann Noyes, Tiffany Dodd, Ken Swayze, Donna Dunn, Laraine Allen, Bill and Rebecca Rolke, Les Hammond, Selectmen’s Representative; Arline Little, Dunbarton resident.

MAPS OF DUNBARTON:  Donna brought in photographic aerial maps from 1975 of portions of Dunbarton.  Each is approximately ten inches square.  On the backs of the maps is information such as “Roll 4 Flight #18”.  More research remains to be done regarding these maps made by commercial flights to document the town by air.

CALEB STARK PRESENTATION:  Laraine described the event she presented at the Dunbarton Elementary School, on December 2, 2009.  The fourth, fifth and sixth grade children sat in a semi-circle in the common area of the school.  They learned about Caleb’s life.  When Caleb was two years old, his parents John and Molly Stark traveled to Manchester to care for John’s widowed mother.  They left Caleb at home to be cared for by his grandfather.

The children enjoyed Laraine’s anecdote about young Caleb’s route to and from school, where an old tomcat would wait for him in the woods and walk with him all the way.

Caleb didn’t tell his grandfather troops were mustering at Medford, Massachusetts in preparation for the Battle of Bunker Hill.  Caleb left Dunbarton in the middle of the night, with his horse and musket, to join his father in the famous battle.

Caleb had eleven children, as did John and Molly Stark.  He was an astute businessman, with stores in Pembroke and Boston.  His Dunbarton store was located across from Stark Mansion. He shipped goods from all over the world.

Laraine brought in some fascinating ephemera to the DHAC meeting, as well as to her presentation to the schoolchildren.  

“Caleb’s Courage” is the daffodil named in celebration of Caleb Stark’s 250th birthday.  These bulbs are available from the Dunbarton Garden Club.

FAMOUS DUNBARTON PEOPLE:  Donna has begun research on a newly re-discovered Dunbarton native recently honored with a daffodil.  Margaret Dascomb Parker’s two-hundredth birthday is this year.  An “Eminent Woman of the Age”, she was the first female president of a college, Oberlin (female section).  Oberlin was also the first college to admit black students.

Another recent discovery was a Dunbarton resident named Osgood, who received the Navy Cross.  He was a pilot in World War II, and was killed in the Battle of Midway.  A destroyer was named after him.

LIBRARY NEWS:  Tiffany spoke about the new “smart boards”, which are somewhat like whiteboards.  Presentations using laptops, DVDs and digital projectors are now available to enhance learning.  Beginning in September, a librarian will frequently visit with students and teachers, using computers and smart boards.

DHAC members began a discussion regarding using the smart boards in a historical context, with schoolchildren.  This was agreed to be a good idea, and could be used to help the students further explore the history of their town.  Also, it was discussed that perhaps Dunbarton-related books could be located in a specific “Dunbarton Section” in both the school and town libraries.  There was a brainstorming of ideas regarding the possibility of town history being part of the curriculum.  Betty Ann said that she would contact Dunbarton Elementary School Principal Carol Thibodeau, to begin the conversation between the school and the DHAC regarding this educational proposal.

JOHN STARK EVENT:  The afternoon of Monday, April 26, 2010 will possibly see re-enactors and speakers at a special event to be held by the Caleb Stark statue, on Dunbarton common.  Further information to follow.

NEXT MEETING:  Monday, April 26, 2010, at 6:30 P.M., at the Dunbarton Town Offices.  

Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca Rolke

Chair and Secretary

