DUNBARTON HISTORICAL AWARENESS COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, MAY 24, 2010

AT THE DUNBARTON TOWN OFFICES

PRESENT:  Tiffany Dodd, Bill and Rebecca Rolke, Les Hammond, Selectmen’s Representative; Ken Swayze, Donna Dunn.

SPECIAL GUEST:  Carol Thibodeau, Principal of the Dunbarton Elementary School.

SCHOOL CURRICULUM:  The DHAC welcomed Ms. Thibodeau to our meeting.  We began our discussion regarding the possibility of a curriculum for the town’s schoolchildren relating to the history of Dunbarton, New Hampshire.  

Members of the DHAC brought forth information to Ms. Thibodeau to illustrate our intentions.

Donna Dunn talked about the Cobbler Shop, and the homeschoolers who sifted two pounds of dirt from between the cracks in the floorboards.   This site visit was well received by the children, who gained new knowledge such as where shoes used to come from, recycling shoes to younger children, and the barter system to obtain the necessary goods to make the shoes.

Donna also spoke about the materials which are currently available for use by schoolchildren, such as the books Where Settlers’ Feet Have Trod, by Bud Noyes, and Where the Winds Blow Free by the Dunbarton History Committee.  Also, copies of old newspapers have been given to the Library and the Elementary School.  The Snowflake, which was both a newspaper and a book, contains much town history.

Tiffany Dodd talked about the recently proclaimed  “John Stark Day”.  Attended this year by home school children and their moms by the Caleb Stark statue in Dunbarton Center, they learned about the Stark family and their roles during the American Revolution.

Tiffany also discussed a possible club-like “What is Dunbarton?” group for the schoolchildren to learn more about the town they live in.

Ms. Thibodeau is in agreement that there should be a program to bring more Dunbarton history to the Elementary School children.  She would like the school to engage with the DHAC to explore the ways this could be accomplished.  Possible ideas would be to form a partnership with a particular teacher, have guest speakers, use Bud Noyes’ book, and go on field trips.

Carol Thibodeau will present our proposal to help develop a curriculum to the teachers and board members, who are meeting in the beginning of June.  The DHAC invited Ms. Thibodeau to attend our June meeting to discuss the results of their meeting.

HISTORICAL DVD:  Possible interviewees were discussed by the DHAC.   Carol thought the DVD would be of great interest to the schoolchildren.

WHERE SETTLERS’ FEET HAVE TROD:  The Dunbarton Historical Awareness Committee gratefully acknowledges the decision of the Dunbarton Selectmen to relieve the committee of our obligation to pay the town a percentage of the sales of Bud’s book.  This will be discussed further at our next meeting.

NEXT MEETING:  June 28, 2010, at 6:30 P.M., at the Dunbarton Town Offices.

Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca Rolke

Chair and Secretary 

