DUNBARTON HISTORICAL AWARENESS COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2010

AT THE DUNBARTON TOWN OFFICES

PRESENT:  Donna Dunn, Tiffany Dodd, Ken Swayze, Betty Ann Noyes, Bill and Rebecca Rolke, Les Hammond, Selectmen’s Representative; Stan Hallinan, Bow Representative; Dunbarton residents Arline Little and Andy Dunn.

DUNBARTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERS PRESENT:  Wendy Dailey, Wayne Mills, Nancy Frost, Allison Vallieres, Eleanor Watts, and Marcia Wagner.

TOPIC OF MEETING:  This special meeting was held with members of the Dunbarton Historical Society Executive Committee to discuss issues related to the cobbler shop, which will be restored and later re-located to land held by the DHS. 

COBBLER SHOP:  The cobbler shop, which is temporarily located on land owned by a Dunbarton resident, will begin to be restored this spring.  It has been wintered over with a tarp on the roof.  

Several items intended for the restoration of the shop have been donated.  Also, several cobbler-related articles have been donated, to outfit the shop as a museum.

Donna spoke about the tiny, fragile piece of newspaper which was discovered between the floorboards.  The paper reveals the date 1844.  This is a double floor, with more newspaper between the floors to be investigated.  It is possible that the shop pre-dates 1844.

Home school children visited the shop, and sifted two pounds of dirt between the floorboards, and found shoe-related artifacts.  It is hoped that the cobbler shop will provide opportunities for both home and public school children to learn from this unique piece of Dunbarton’s history.

PLAN FOR THE COBBLER SHOP LAND:  Wendy Dailey, President of the DHS showed a plot plan showing where the shop will be located.  Parallel to Route 13 and to the north of the brick Pages Corner schoolhouse, the site will probably require additional trees to be cut down.  There is an existing stone wall, and it appears the cobbler shop will fit in without having to move the wall.  The footprint of the shop is eight feet by thirteen feet.

Donna discussed the placement of the shop on the new plot plan.  She spoke about various potential problems, such as pine needles falling on the roof, and offered alternatives to the placement as it appears on the plot plan.  The DHS was unaware that this meeting would include further discussion regarding the placement of the shop.  They responded that there is a memorial chestnut tree and garden between the wooden building to the left of the schoolhouse and right of the blacksmith shop.  Also, there are plans for a carriage shed to be built for storage of farm equipment, etc. in the recently cleared space.  Wayne Mills, Vice President of the DHS spoke of retaining the open space for farm animals and demonstrations. They are also considering the construction of an additional room for archival storage.  The DHS had designed the placement of all structures on the newly expanded land.

The abutting neighbors to the north are aware of the cobbler shop going in to the site, and were presented with the actual dimensions of the shop.  The DHS will talk with these neighbors about the trees which will need to come down in order to place the shop in it’s new location.  Les said that the trees could be cleared in the right of way, as Route 13 is a state highway.  It needs to be further investigated whether some of the trees are in the right of way, or are on the neighbor’s own land.

The DHS offered to call the State Highway Department, District 5, in Hooksett, to find out more information.

Donna has offered to cut  “a tree or two”.  At this time, it appears additional trees will need to be cut.  Some members of the DHAC and the DHS offered to make calls to possible volunteers to bring down the necessary trees, and the resulting stumps.  

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:15 p.m., and everyone shared sparkling cider that Donna had graciously provided.  It was wonderful having the two Dunbarton historical committees together for a meeting, and the DHAC looks forward to many future gatherings with the DHS.

NEXT MEETING:  Monday, March 22, 2010, at 6:30 p.m., at the Dunbarton Town Offices.

Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca Rolke

Chair and Secretary

Dunbarton Historical Awareness Committee

