DUNBARTON HISTORICAL AWARENESS COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD JUNE 28, 2010

AT THE DUNBARTON TOWN OFFICES

PRESENT:  Ken Swayze, Stan Hallinan, Tiffany Dodd, Laraine Allen, Bill and Rebecca Rolke.  Also present was Dunbarton resident Arline Little.

SPECIAL GUEST:  Dunbarton Elementary School Teacher Leeann McCormack.

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION:  The DHAC is partnering with the Dunbarton Elementary School to bring Dunbarton history to the town’s schoolchildren.   


Leeanne McCormack reported that at the teachers meeting in June, the subject was introduced, and that the teachers are in favor of it.  The Enrichment Program at school sounds like the venue for our project.  Programs already in place include “Odds Bodkins”, unique musical instruments, “Star Lab”, the Museum of Science in Boston, and visits to the Capitol Center in Concord.

The teachers design the lessons, Ms. McCormack stated.  What would be most effective as a learning program would include some sort of interaction, looking, and possibly limited touching of educational objects.

Tiffany spoke about a possible “One Hundredth Day of School”, which would be in February, to ask questions about “what happened one hundred years ago?”  She spoke about a Library Time Line, which was developed and illustrated by children on the second floor of the Library, and was about one hundred years of history in this town. The home schoolers also had a scavenger hunt to learn more about Dunbarton.

Laraine talked about a Quaker house museum in the Cherry Hill, New Jersey school system’s curriculum, which has been very helpful in educating the children about Quaker life.   

Donna described the cobbler shop and how it has already helped homeschooled children in Dunbarton to learn about shoe-making in days past.  

Regarding the levels of education appropriate for children, Leeann said that the Kindergarten, first, second and third grades are child oriented years, then at fourth grade level they research famous people, including New Hampshire folks.  In fifth grade, they study the American Revolution.  Sixth grade is the study of world history.

The members of the DHAC discussed ways in which Dunbarton history could be included in the Elementary School. We have a number of already-famous sons and daughters of Dunbarton, and are in the process of discovering more.

If the children can realize there is a “story” to the lives of the famous people who lived in their own town, they will be interested, and they will have the desire to learn, Leeann said.

WHERE SETTLERS FEET HAVE TROD:  The Selectmen of the town of Dunbarton have generously forgiven the remainder of the loan the town had made to the DHAC for the funding of Bud Noyes’ book.  We now have discretion in the dispersal of the book, and the committee voted to change the price of the book from twenty-five dollars to twenty dollars.  The Dunbarton Garden Club, which distributes Welcome bags to new residents, will now include a coupon in the bag which will allow the new resident to have a five dollar discount if they purchase a book.  We also discussed the possibility of presenting the Museum of New Hampshire History with the idea of selling the book in their gift shop.

NEXT MEETING:  To be determined.

Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca Rolke

Chair and Secretary

