Dunbarton Ethics Committee Meeting

Thursday, February 23, 2006
Minutes of meetings are subject to final approval at the next scheduled meeting

Present:
Nick Holmes, Brett St. Clair, Gayle Troy, and Gary Maccubbin.

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m.  (The meeting was held earlier than usual to allow the conference room to be used for the public hearing on the SB2 proposal).  

1.  
The minutes of the January meeting were approved without modification.

2.  
A swearing in ceremony will be held for all newly elected town officials on Friday, March 17, 2006 at 5:30 PM.  Members of the Ethics Committee will once again attend the ceremony to give a brief orientation to the code and distribute copies of Dunbarton’s Code of Ethics to the newly elected officials.

3.
A discussion was held regarding whether it would be proper for the Ethics Committee (or a member of the Ethics Committee) to advise and assist Complainants in preparing their cases.  When a complaint is brought before the Ethics Committee, it is a quasi-judicial action as defined by §II of Dunbarton’s Code of Ethics (the “Code”).  §I.B of the Code requires all officials involved in quasi-judicial actions recuse themselves if they are not impartial.  For example, the third paragraph of §I.B specifically provides that a town official may not sit on a quasi-judicial matter “if they have advised or assisted either party in a matter being decided. . .”  Accordingly, the committee agreed that it would be improper for the Ethics Committee (or a member of the Ethics Committee) to advise and assist Complainants in preparing their cases.  However, the committee noted that any member of the public may come before the committee at any meeting to inquire as to the process the committee follows, and all orientation sessions are posted and are open to any member of the public who wishes to attend.

There being no further business, the committee adjourned the meeting at 6:50 P.M.  The next scheduled meeting of the Ethics Committee will be held on March 23, 2006 at 7:30 PM at the Town Offices.






Respectfully Submitted,







Nick Holmes
