TOWN OF DUNBARTON

Ethics Committee Meeting Minutes

10/9/07

Present: Brett St. Clair, Brigitte Cook, , Gayle Troy, Gary Maccubin

Meeting started at 7:30 PM

 Brett motioned to accept the minutes from 9/11/07 and this was seconded by Gary and approved by the committee.

The committee had a discussion about evaluating the our committee with a review of the code and the complaint process.

· The original intent of the committee was to be 80% educational and 20% enforcement. Is that the case?

· Is the process too much for the size of Dunbarton?

· Are we helping to create more open government?

· Can Non-residents submit and Ethic's violation?

The committee decided to  focus on 4 distinct area's to discuss over the next year.

1. Who do we educate?

· Do we educate the public enough or do we  need to educate them more?

· Who falls under our jurisdiction?

2. Enforcement

· It feels, to the committee, like the early part of the process is complicated before it needs to be.  Can we simplify the early part of the process?

· Could we create a script that a single committee member reads to a complainant to be sure they have exhausted all avenues?  This is a big area of confusion and apprehension among complainants.  

3. Open Government

· Have we helped make government more open?

4. Feedback from the public

· Should we talk with past complainants and defendants about the process?

We agreed to brainstorm on these issues and continue to evaluated ourselves.

The meeting ended at 8:45 PM

Next meeting will be on Tuesday, 11/13/07 at 7:30 PM at the town office. 

Respectfully submitted

Brigitte Cook

