CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING
DATE: January 14, 2009  

MEMBERS PRESENT: Larry Cook, Brett St. Clair, Darlene Jarvis, George Holt, Ron Jarvis, Matt Lavey, Stan Sowle  
Alternates Present: Mel Gendron, Jim Stone, Margaret Watkins 
MEMBERS ABSENT: None
Alternates Absent: None
MINUTES: December’s minutes were accepted
OLD BUSINESS:

Conservation Commission’s budget for 2009
The Selectmen have asked boards and departments to reduce their respective budgets for 2009 by 5%.  As a result Larry Cook submitted a budget of $840.00, down $50.00 from $890.00.  Larry reported that the dues for the NH Association of Conservation Commissions for the coming year have been paid.  The dues increased from $200.00 to $225.00 and were paid from last years (2008) operating budget as usual. 
NEW BUSINESS:

Community Technical Assistance Program (CTAP) offers open space planning to Town

Central Regional Planning Commission’s Executive Director, Sharon Wason, met with the Conservation Commission (CC) to explain the free planning the Department of Transportation (DOT) has made available to all Towns impacted by the future widening of I-93.  The 26 impacted towns have been evaluated to determine areas of “environmental significance”.  Based on the criteria used, all of Dunbarton was assessed as “environmentally significant”.   Dunbarton’s priorities will be decided by those residents working on the open space planning whether they are members of the Conservation Commission, other boards or interested residents.   Although there is no money available for actual land acquisition, Ms. Wason stated that she intends to provide the Town with a real sense of how to implement the open space plan is developed.     
 After some discussion a motion was made to allow Chair Larry Cook to sign the application for open space planning funded by CTAP.  The motion passed.  Brett St. Clair suggested that the CC use its usual monthly meeting times to work with a CTAP representative to compile the required information. 
Annual Conservation Commission report

Members reviewed and commented on the report drafted by Chair Larry Cook.   The report is due by January 26th.  

Purchase of boundary markers for conservation properties

The lettering and design did not reach the printing company before January 2009 so to be paid from the Commission’s 2008 budget as originally planned.  Since the cost of markers will need to be expended in 2009, Brett St. Clair has contacted the state prison and asked them to work up a quote for the job.
CORRESPONDENCE:

Received from Scott Warriner, tenant – report on rental property (former Nassikas homestead).   Scott stated that several trees are down due to the ice storm but none damaged his buildings.  He reports seeing more hunters but few deer and concludes that last years hard winter reduced the deer herds.  
NEXT MEETING: February 11, 2009, 7:30 PM
AGENDA:

Ian McSweeney/Russell Piscataquog River Watershed Foundation’s Executive Director
Other business
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  Darlene M. Jarvis

