Minutes of the Meeting and Public Hearing Relative to Proposed Tree Trimming along Scenic Roads


August 13, 2008





Present:  Jim Stone, Brett St Clair - meeting chair, George Holt, Mel Gendron, Margaret Watkins, and Larry Cook (7:45).





Gerry Williams wetlands crossing:  George Holt, Stan Sowle, and Jim Stone conducted a site visit.  There being no better alternative for driveway access, George signed and sent in the expedited permit.





PSNH wetlands crossing:  Brett St. Clair signed and submitted papers for temporary crossing for transmission line maintenance.





Kuncanowet Natural Area:  Police talked with individuals responsible for access violation.  Special thanks to the Dunbarton Police Department for their responsive follow up, nipping this problem in the bud.





Kimball Pond:  Letter received from Steve Walker of the NH Office of Energy and Planning (OEP) summarizing his annual monitoring visit to Kimball Pond.  He reported a timber cut on Leg Ache Hill Road that he felt should be investigated further.  Brett and Mel will follow up with the landowner.  Larry will follow up with Jacques Belanger re. completing the boundary survey.





Notification from Planning Board:  Voydatch 2-lot subdivision on Jewitt Road was approved.





Public Hearing on PSNH work along scenic roads


	Brett opened the public hearing.  


	Dave Crane representing Public Service of New Hampshire (PSNH) explained the clearing of vegetation along powerlines is conducted on a 4-year cycle and this year will affect 90% of the town.  Dead or diseased trees and trees threatening a line are likely to be taken down.  Limbs are cut along 8' swath on either side.  Dead trees on scenic roads have been flagged.  PSNH has been asked by a landowner on Rangeway Road (aka Leg Ache Hill) to remove three live trees as well as the dead trees.  The work is performed by Asplunth, who will contact landowners before cutting down any trees on their land.  Lines to homes are trimmed only if limbs are actually touching the wires.


	Rick Antonia, Leg Ache Hill Rd, identified two dead trees, a birch and a maple, that are not flagged.  He is fine with their coming down.  He observed that last time he was not notified of intended cutting.


	Lee Martel, Tenney Hill Rd, echoed concern that he had not been contacted last time the wires were cleared.  Dave Crane assured him it would not happen this time.


	Ron Slocum, Tenney Hill Rd, mentioned a tree at Arbutus Farm at intersection with Grapevine that was not flagged and should be removed.


	Gail Martel asked if any spraying for vegetation control is anticipated.  Dave Crane stated no.


	George Holt moved that the Commission approve removal on designated scenic roads of all flagged trees, trees added tonight, trees landowners ask be removed, and trees PSNH deems hazardous.


	Margaret Watkins spoke of the importance of trees to the original scenic road designations and recommended a policy that balances scenic qualities and disruption of power, minimizing cutting and trimming to what PSNH deems essential.  Dave Crane stated the policy is helpful to them.  Motion and policy were approved unanimously.  Brett closed the public hearing.





Planning Board matters:  Ken Swazey and Selectman Les Hammond raised a question about reclamation and possible violations at a project on Grapevine Road, seeking Commission input.  Ken also discussed with the Commission a number of issues the planning board will be taking up in the near future.  





The meeting was adjourned at 9:25.





Respectfully submitted, Margaret Watkins








	


