CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING
DATE:  January 13, 2010
MEMBERS PRESENT: Larry Cook, Brett St. Clair, Darlene Jarvis, George Holt, Ron Jarvis, Stan Sowle 
Alternates Present: Mel Gendron, Jim Stone, Margaret Watkins 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Matt Lavey

Alternates Absent: None  
MINUTES: December’s minutes were accepted
OLD BUSINESS:

Monthly Conservation Commission hike 
Margaret Watkins has contacted the Piscataquog Land Conservancy on behalf of the Commission to offer to co-sponsor a hike into the Kuncanowet Natural Area in February.  Margaret has organized the January CC hike.  (See UPCOMING EVENTS below) 
Bog off of KImball Pond Road

George Holt brought in a number of National Wetland Inventory maps and aerials.  George said he felt that the maps did not show that the bog was shrinking but wondered if a review of these maps was an effective method of determining what is happening to the bog over time.  Jim Stone informed the CC that Simon Audet opened the gravel pit in the early 1980’s.  George Holt suggested that at this point it would make sense to visit the bog in the spring.        

NEW BUSINESS:

Discussion of Kimball Pond Road improvements
Road agent Jeff Crosby met with the Commission to inform members that he would like to widen portions of Kimball Pond Road, primarily the section just east of the culvert near the boat launch.  Jeff explained that only trees in the right of way would be removed.  Stone walls and areas beyond them would not be disturbed.  Jeff also pointed out that an area near the dam’s spillway could be stabilized with rock when he is working nearby.  

Members present anticipated having no concerns with the work but agreed to meet Jeff at the boat launch to walk the road on January 15, 2010 at 7:30 AM.     
Conservation Commission’s operating budget for 2010

Member’s approved the following budget request:

$400.00 - Annual registration fee for Kimball Pond Dam

$250.00 – Programs, trail maintenance

$225.00 – Annual dues for NH Association of Conservation Commissions  

$40.00 – Supplies (publications, photocopying, postage, etc.)

$915.00

The Conservation Commission (CC) received the bill from the NHACC later this year.  Therefore, the annual dues will be paid in the current year instead of the prior year as was the practice in the past.     

CORRESPONDENCE:

Received from the Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant Program – information regarding application deadline for the $300,000 in grant money available.  Due to the type of project likely to be funded the info was passed onto the Recreation Committee.
Received from the NH Lakes Association – information regarding the $50,000 available for groups who are “members in good standing“.  The Dunbarton Conservation Commission is not a member of the NH Lakes Association and grant money is not available for chemical treatment of invasive species.  

Received from an intern in the Southern NH Planning Commission – a letter expressing interest in determining what the conservation priorities are in different towns.   A public presentation is planned for next month and more scores are needed from towns in the state.   

UPCOMING EVENTS:

January 23, 2010 – monthly CC hike in the Kimball Pond Conservation Area to be led by Margaret Watkins, meet at 9:30 AM at the boat launch
NEXT MEETING: February 10, 2010, 7:30 PM
AGENDA:

Southern NH Planning Commission’s Derek Serach/scoring Piscataquog Conservation Program co-occurrence models

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  Darlene M. Jarvis

