CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING
DATE:  February 10, 2010
MEMBERS PRESENT: Larry Cook, Darlene Jarvis, George Holt, Ron Jarvis  
Alternates Present: Mel Gendron, Jim Stone, Margaret Watkins 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Brett St. Clair, Matt Lavey, Stan Sowle
Alternates Absent:  None 
MINUTES: January’s minutes were accepted
OLD BUSINESS:

Monthly Conservation Commission (CC) hike
 Margaret Watkins led a hike in the Kimball Pond Conservation Area on January 23rd.  Approximately 15 residents accompanied 5 members of the Commission on a perfect day for an outing.  The group, most on snowshoes, walked first on a logging road then along the snowmobile trail before completing the loop via Whipple Road.  Margaret then led a small group through the woods south of Kimball Pond Road to check for signs of moose. 

Stan Sowle will be leading next month’s hike.  (See UPCOMING EVENTS below)

Kimball Pond Road improvements
Margaret, George and Mel walked Kimball Pond Road with road agent Jeff Crosby on January 15th.  The Commission members saw no alternatives to the work he proposed to widen a section of the road to accommodate increased traffic.   

Conservation Commission’s operating budget for 2010

Larry Cook informed the Commission that the Selectmen have zeroed out the CC’s budget along with that for the Kuncanowet Town Forest and Conservation Area.  In the annual budget meeting Larry tried unsuccessfully to have the CC’s budget, in full or in part, reinstated.   The Selectmen pointed out that the Commission has another source of funding (Conservation Fund).  The Conservation Commission has effectively used the Conservation Fund in past years to leverage large amounts of grant money in order to preserve important areas in Town in perpetuity.  Commission members present were disappointed in the Selectmen’s decision.               

NEW BUSINESS:

Conservation Commission membership

Matt Lavey’s term is up in 2010 and he would prefer to serve as an alternate.  George Holt stated that he too would prefer to serve as an alternate member.  Alternates Mel Gendron and Jim Stone are both willing to serve as members.  Chair Larry Cook will pass this information on to the Selectmen.
CORRESPONDENCE:

Received from DES/Wetlands Bureau – copy of the Utility Maintenance Notification Form filed by PSNH for the “vegetative maintenance” they intend to perform along the power lines running through Dunbarton  

UPCOMING EVENTS:

February 20, 2010 – monthly CC hike on the Forest Society property/Sowle Christmas Tree Plantation, 9:30 AM, meet at the Sowle’s, 132 Stark Highway North, Dunbarton. 

NEXT MEETING: March 10, 2010, 7:30 PM
AGENDA:

Southern NH Planning Commission’s Derek Serach/scoring Piscataquog Conservation Program co-occurrence models

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  Darlene M. Jarvis

