CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING
DATE:  April 14, 2010 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Larry Cook, Darlene Jarvis, Stan Sowle, Jim Stone  
Alternates Present: George Holt, Matt Lavey, Margaret Watkins 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Brett St. Clair, Mel Gendron, Ron Jarvis 
Alternates Absent: None

MINUTES: Minutes from March were accepted
OLD BUSINESS:

Monthly Conservation Commission (CC) hike
On Saturday, March 27th, Jim Stone led approximately 18 residents on a hike into the Bela Brook Conservation Area.  Jim volunteered to lead the hike as Mel Gendron had another commitment.   

Fred Mullen, one of the residents on the Bela Brook hike, met with the CC to share some historical information regarding the freed slave of Caleb Page known as Scipio Page.  Scipio fought in the Revolutionary War and his homestead is believed to be located just northwest of the Bela Brook Conservation Area.  Fred plans to explore that area in the near future.       

Commission members decided not to organize an April hike in anticipation of black fly season.  George Holt will lead a hike in May.       

NEW BUSINESS:

Widening of I 93 results in opportunity to update Open Space Plan
Representatives from Central NH Regional Planning Commission (CNHRPC), Stephanie Alexander and Vanessa Bittermann, met with the Commission regarding updating our Open Space Plan.  Funds have been allocated by CTAP for this work to be done in towns that may experience an increase in population due to the highway widening.  After the process was explained, members of the Commission agreed to participate.  Completing the necessary work within the allotted three month timeframe will require the CC members to meet a half hour earlier (7:00 PM) at the next four Commission meetings and to attend one additional meeting on Tuesday, May 25, 2010 (7:00 PM).
Donation to Conservation Fund

Stan Sowle presented the Commission with a check from Public Service of NH for $100.00.  This money will be deposited in the Commission’s Conservation Fund.  

Parking on Kimball Pond Road

A local resident questioned the posting of “No Parking” signs on Kimball Pond Road near the former Nassikas homestead.  Several years ago the CC decided that individuals should utilize the parking area at the nearby boat launch after a number of abuses were brought to light.

Possible easement violation in the Kuncanowet Natural Area (KNA)

A local resident reported hearing a number of ATVs in the KNA.  Ron Jarvis checked the area, accessing the main trail from the Everett Dam Road entrance but found no evidence of ATV use.       
NEXT MEETING: May 12, 2010, 7:30 PM
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  Darlene M. Jarvis

